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To the Friends and Family of NSU:
The numbers were always disappointing, but research
ers had no idea of the significance until recently. Each year,
more than 50 million sharks are killed through the barbaric
practice of finning, that is, severing the fins and leaving the
sharks behind to drown. The fins are a culinary delicacy in
some parts of the world. Recently, federal enforcers learned
that protected species, such as the Great White, are among the millions of sharks
being traded on the black market.
This tragic saga is told in depth in our cover story, "CSI: Deep Sea." Using a
cutting-edge forensic analysis developed at the Guy Harvey Research Institute
(GHRI), located at our Oceanographic Center, federal enforcers have been able to
identify American companies that are allegedly involved in shark finning. Before
GHRI researchers developed their DNA tests, the federal government had no idea
protected Great White sharks were being heavily targeted.
This story is one of the features anchoring the second issue of Horizons, and it
offers just a glimpse of the groundbreaking work of our faculty members. As you'll
learn while reading through this issue, our researchers are engaged in important
studies which touch on contemporary, real-world issues. Beyond the ocean sciences,
we also are involved in the arts, conflict analysis and resolution, and the business of
sports—all discussed in this issue.
The researchers in our Health Professions Division are doing work which has
immediate applications. Faculty members in the Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine,
Dental Medicine, and Optometry are assisting in the fight against the spread of
HIV/AIDS by conducting research to seek treatments and educating the community.
When asked about her project, Maria Isabel Fernandez, Ph.D., of the College of
Osteopathic Medicine, said, "I do this because I care deeply...I've seen many people
die, often needlessly, due to a disease that can be prevented."
Taking you beyond the laboratory, we also report on the emergence of a dynamic
artistic culture in South Florida and the role we are playing to cultivate the arts in this
region. Our university has been host to numerous intellectuals and important public
figures in recent months. We recognize the importance of the arts to our economy and
further appreciate the impact the arts have on our quality of life and world view.
I would be remiss if I didn't mention the 2005 hurricane season. Statistics show
the season which brought us Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma was the most dev
astating in recorded history. But they also brought out the good in us; even as we were
rebuilding, we sought ways to help our neighbors—whether they were next door or
several states away. Some of your personal stories are retold in this issue.
Each issue of Horizons demonstrates the fantastic accomplishments of our
students and faculty and staff members. Your continued suggestions and input are
greatly appreciated.
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letters to the editor
Lifesaving Research

Verbatim—Queenie Archer

c

Congratulations on the premier issue of Horizons.
iongratulations on NSU's wonderful and engaging new
V O
/Today, science is under siege by philosophical forces
magazine,
r
Horizons.
dedicated to explaining all phenomena utilizing subjective
I was thrilled to discover the premier issue and find so many
criteria. Although Einstein stated that imagination is of utmost
interesting and timely pieces inside. I was particularly moved by
importance in the thought processes that lead to discovery, it is
the story of artist Queenie Archer and NSU graduate student
also objective, measurable, and reproducible results that prove
Lisa Costello's life-changing experience of getting to know
their correctness.
her in the process of presenting her work ("Queenie Archer,"
NSU's science program is a fine
p. 28). It was very inspiring to see a
example of the development of a
fellow student reach out and become
seat of scientific endeavor that will
personally involved with someone
incubate future minds to advance
in our local community who clearly
JKHht THE MAGAZINE OF NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
technologically, medically, and phil
has so much to share. Kudos to
osophically. It also will train them to
Horizons for covering a story that is
know the difference.
as much about personal growth and
When I took office as mayor,
connection as about overcoming
I noted in my acceptance speech
physical adversity!
that I was committed to promot
A GROUP OF NSU RESEARCHERS ARE OEVEtOPIHG
Melissa Axel,
A NEW GENERATION OF CANCER TREATMENTS
ing the importance of science and
Graduate Assistant,
mathematics throughout Broward
Fischler School of
County. Encouraging students to
Education and Human Services
advance in these fields is of utmost
importance to our future progress and
Redefining American Ethics
development as an intelligent soci
our writer asserts the Constitution
ety. Publications like Horizons allow
"must be reinterpreted as our val
us to showcase the talent of NSU's
ues change" ("Redefining American
students and faculty and staff mem
Ethics," p. 8). Those desires have
bers to the nation. Forging affilia
been fulfilled; the Supreme Court
tions with renowned research centers
declared the Right to Privacy in
such as the Lombardi Cancer Center
the Constitution. But Justice Louis
at Georgetown University will fur
Brandeis saw otherwise. Early in the
ther attract innovative biomedical
20th century, Brandeis called for
research to our area.
inclusion of Right to Privacy into the Constitution. Where
We wish you well and thank you for the future discoveries
Brandeis sought a constitutional process, others of more
that will make all our lives better.
enlightened prowess simply declared the matter done. With
Ben Graber, M.D.,
liberal reinterpretation we achieved changed values—abortion
Mayor of Broward County
at any time.

o
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Life-Saving
Research

Y

USchool Alumnus Dubbed Shining Star of Fiction

T

hank you for your glowing article on our alumnus Matthew
Pearl in the premier issue of Horizons ("USchool Alumnus
Dubbed Shining Star of Fiction," p. 36). You not only captured
his literary success, but the ardent elements that comprised
his early education at University School. The magazine
provided diverse topics of interest and an insight into the
growing academic world at NSU. What an exciting time to
be part of this flourishing campus!
Hillary Gurman,
Associate Director of Development,
University School of NSU

If your professors of ethics at NSU need issues for
presentation, offer to them wrongful life litigation, brains
from aborted babies sold to medical research labs, and papers
for major medical journals ghost-written by employees of
drug firms.
For a valid discussion of business ethics, have your
professors address "naked" short sales, pro-forma period reports,
and shadow retirement trading accounts for corporate CEOs,
all of which are yet legal.
Ben G. Matley, Ed.D., 1980,
Vancouver, WA
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FISCHLER SCHOOL HOSTS SOUTH ASIA
SCHOOL COLLABORATION PROJECT
he Fischler School of Education and Human Services welcorned 14 school administrators, education officials, and
teaching professionals from Pakistan, India, Bangladesh,
and Sri Lanka for the South Asia School Collaboration Project.
Offered in conjunction with the U.S. Department of State's
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, the project was
designed to help participants better understand alternatives
to the fundamentalist madrassahs, or Islamist schools, often
found in their countries and expose them to innovative ways of
delivering education in challenging circumstances. Participants
received instruction on methods of teaching disadvantaged
children, an overview of current educational policy issues, and
the use of technology in the classroom. A segment of the program
focused on the issues, challenges, and opportunities presented by
the diversity of the United States population.

j

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL STUDENTS
SCORE HIGHEST ON AP HUMAN
GEOGRAPHY EXAM

K

now anything about Christoler's Central
Place Theory? Can you speak to uneven
development, ghettoization, and gentrification? Do you have any interest in the Neolithic
Agricultural Revolution?
Students at University School of NSU proved
their mettle on those subjects and a wide range of
others last year. They scored highest among schools
of similar size on the Advanced Placement (AP)
Human Geography Exam, according to the College
Board, the administrator of the test.
The College Board's February 7 Advanced
Placement Report to the Nation reported University
School students outmatched all students at mediumsized schools throughout the world.
University School is the pre-K-12th grade
college preparatory school on NSU's main campus
in Fort Fauderdale-Davie. Students who participate
in the AP Program take college-level courses in a high
school setting, and in many cases, earn college credits.
More than 14,000 students in grades 10 to 12 took the
AP Human Geography Exam last year, the College
Board reports. 11
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SLEUTHS SOLVE CRIME TIME MYSTERY

I

t worked this way:
Each week, players received an email with a riddle. Once
they deciphered the puzzle, they were directed to a Web site
where they'd find yet another brainteaser, a password, and the next
week's clue. Players repeated the process over the course of several
weeks. In the end, it took two gumshoes—Broward Sheriffs Office
employee Katharine Klasen and NSU graduate Virginia Jones—
to solve the mystery.
Prizes included a digital camera, hotel getaways, and various
items donated by area sponsors.
The game was "Crime Time @ CJI," an online sleuthing game
designed by NSU's Criminal Justice Institute to increase awareness
of crime and raise money for the Broward County Crime Stoppers
(BCCS). Some 200 people participated in the game, and the BCCS
presented the institute with its 2006 Community Partners Award
for raising awareness and increasing community involvement.
NSU created the game in collaboration with BCCS and
Alpha Phi Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society
for Criminal Justice Majors. Tammy Kushner, Psy.D., director of
the Criminal Justice Institute, said the institute will continue to
work with the BCCS.
The nonprofit agency is likely to award a grant for the institute
to create an executive development program for local law enforce
ment officers, Kushner said. •

HEBREW COLLEGE TO
COLLABORATE WITH NSU

N

SU joined with Boston's Hebrew College to expand Jewish
educational opportunities in South Florida, home to the
second-largest Jewish community in the United States.
Plans call for the training of early childhood education and day
school teachers, Hebrew language and Jewish studies courses for
graduate and undergraduate students, and adult learning and profes
sional training programs.
"We have a distinct need for more trained teachers and admin
istrators for Jewish day schools and affiliated educational entities,
including adult Jewish learning centers," said David M. Cordis, Ph.D.,
Hebrew College president. "This collaboration couldn't come at a
better time."
The affiliation also produced a Center for Public Policy and
Religion. The center's first symposium, entitled "The Changing
Tapestry of Religion in America," featured Reverend Nick Carter,
president of Andover Newton Theological School; Sherman A.
Jackson, Ph.D., professor of Arabic and Islamic studies at the
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor; and Gordis.
"This type of exchange of ideas is exactly what an institution
of higher education is all about," said Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., NSU
president. "We are proud to help bring together these diverse points
of view in a place where they can all be respected and explored." M

Signing Ceremony
NOVA
SOUTHEASTERN
UNIVERSITY

HETCWvCOLJ.ECF,

Standing: NSU Trustee Barry Silverman, M.D.; Harold Wishna, director of Hebrew
College South; and Irv Rosenbaum, Ed.D., vice chancellor of NSU Health Professions
Division. Seated: Hebrew College President David Gordis, Ph.D., and NSU President
Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D.

DUAL-DEGREE PROGRAM
PREPARING LAWYERS TO
WORK WITH THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITY

N

SU's Shepard Broad Law Center has
formed partnerships with the University
of Barcelona and the University of Venice,
and is negotiating with Charles University in
Prague. These partnerships expose students to
both civil and common law systems and allow
them the possibility of practicing in the United
States and abroad.
"The motto of the modern firm is, 'wherever
the clients go, so, too, will we,"' said Joseph D.
Harbaugh, dean and professor at the law center.
"There is an emerging need for lawyers to be multi
lingual and licensed in multiple jurisdictions."
The Barcelona program provides in-depth
preparation for future lawyers from Spain and the
United States in the laws of the two major legal
systems in the world.
"Our program truly prepares our dual-degree
graduates to follow their clients," Harbaugh said. •
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around campus
THE INFORMATION ASSURANCE
SUPERCOMPUTER

I

n response to its designation as a National Center of Academic
Excellence

in Information

Assurance

Education, NSU has

created the Secure and Robust Distributed Systems Laboratory

(SARDIS), a mini-supercomputer housed on the third floor of the
Carl DeSantis Building in the Graduate School for Computer and
Information Sciences (GSCIS). The SARDIS lab was built to sup
port ongoing educational and research efforts in areas of information
assurance, including security, intrusion-detection systems, privacy, and
survivable systems.
SARDIS has two major components. First, there is a highperformance computing cluster comprising 26 dual-processor computers.
Then there is the private network of 16 workstations. The lab has the
flexibility to be reconfigured to simulate a broader systems environment
made up of hundreds of computers.
The size of the SARDIS network, as well as the energy produc
tion needed to run it, is so large that the system requires its own air
conditioning unit and power supply. It has the speed and capacity to
support high-performance computing projects typically conducted
in the sciences. The work-stations can be used for real setups of
software for research purposes, as well as the development of securityrelated software.
The lab is currently being used to teach courses in security and
distributed systems. In the future, SARDIS can be used to facilitate
research efforts in other colleges within the university, including the
health professions, oceanography, and psychology. In addition, the lab
has been designed to interface with the Florida LambdaRail to support
research with other academic institutions throughout the state. •

NOBEL LAUREATE ELIE WIESEL SPEAKS AT NSU

H

olocaust survivor and Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel discussed the complex

nature of good and evil in a parable-filled speech delivered to a packed

I

Rose and Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center on February 23.

"The problem is not good and evil," said the author of Night and more than 40

books of fiction and nonfiction. "The problem is how can we be sure evil does not
wear the mask of good?"
Wiesel said he always had believed in "throwing away fruit from a poison
tree." He said he was given pause, however, when asked if doctors today should use
life-saving techniques gleaned from the work of Josef Mengele, the ruthless Nazi
physician who conducted experiments on concentration camp internees.
"The division between good and evil is not geographical; it's in the heart," he
concluded. "It's not what is good to me is good, but what makes it good to the other
is good. If I think of nothing but me, 1 am nothing but a selfish, old man."
Wiesel's talk was part of the Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences' Distinguished
Speakers Series and its yearlong exploration of the theme of good and evil. •

wmw? Fau?...

PERSONALLY SPEAKING

ason Taylor (right), Miami Dolphins all-pro defensive end,
spoke about his family, football career, and charitable work
when he made an October 10 guest appearance on NSU's talk
series, "Life 101...Personally Speaking." NSU professor
Mark Cavanaugh, Ph.D., chatted with Taylor before
an audience of more than 400 people in the Rose and
Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center. Following the session,
attendees were treated to a reception to meet and take photos
with Taylor.
Those interested in broadcast journalism enjoyed an
evening with NBC anchor Dan Abrams (left) during the
November 10 "Life 101" session. Abrams anchors The Abrams
Report on MSNBC TV and covers legal stories for NBC Nightly
News, Today, and Dateline NBC. Cavanaugh conducted the
interview, which was followed by audience ques
tions and a reception.
Actress and award-winning chanteuse Vanessa L. Williams (right) brought a
capacity crowd to the Miniaci Center
when she joined Cavanaugh for the
year's third "Life 101" session on February 28.
The first black Miss America, Williams has released numerous
studio albums and netted 11 Grammy nominations, sang the
pop version of the Oscar-winning theme "Colors of the Wind"
from Disney's animated hit Pocahontas (1995), and has appeared
in dozens of films, including Eraser (1996) and Shaft (2000). She
currently is starring in the TV series South Beach.
In other news, Robert L. Johnson (left),
founder and former chairman of Black
Entertainment Television (BET), delivered
an address on January 23 in the Spears Courtyard
Atrium of the Carl DeSantis Building. The media mogul who
sold BET to Viacom for approximately $3 billion was the
first black majority owner of a major sports franchise—the
expansion Charlotte Bobcats of the NBA. Fie is also the owner
of the Charlotte Sting of the WNBA.
The Flonorable John Paul Stevens, an associate
•' justice of the United States Supreme Court, spoke to students
and faculty members of the Shepard Broad Law Center on
February 1 in the Miniaci Center before joining law faculty
members for lunch in the Faculty Terrace at the Law Center.
Stevens, a Republican, was appointed to the court by President Gerald
R. Ford in 1975. Distinguished visiting professor John Anderson, J.D., a former
congressman, arranged for Stevens to visit the law center. Stevens was the first sitting member
of the Supreme Court to visit the law center in its 32-year history.
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THE CHALLENGE OF PEACE
BY GABRIELA J. VIGNOLO

What does news of rioting in France, looting in the aftermath

Marx agree that history is a process of evolution of the human

of natural disasters, continued war in the Middle East, and violent

race from some initial stage where violence is predominant to

attacks on the homeless say about our societies? Essoh J.M.C.

a better final stage where there will he no violence or only

Essis, Ph.D., a two-time recipient of the Fulbright Scholarship

minimum levels of violence.

Award and an NSU assistant professor of conflict resolution and
public policy, ponders questions like these on a daily basis.

We must note, however, that this is not a linear
movement. The marginal progress that has been made by

Before joining NSU, Essis was a postdoctoral research

human societies at various times in history has been fol

fellow at the Center on International Cooperation, New York

lowed by long periods of regression to widespread violence.

University, and a senior fellow at the School of Public Policy,

The story is even less engaging if we broaden the definition of

George Mason University. He also previously served as a senior

"violence" to include the nonphysical forms of abuse that are

public officer in the Cote d'lvoire Ministry of State, Interior, and

known as "structural" and "cultural" violence.

Decentralization and was a senior delegate of Cote d'lvoire to the
1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference.

HORIZONS'. And how does all of this

relate to the idea of structural violence?
Johan Galtung defines violence as any "avoidable insult
to basic human needs, and more generally to life, lowering
the real level of needs satisfaction below what is potentially
possible." In his perspective, violence can take any one of
three specific forms: direct, structural, and cultural.
An attack on a homeless person in Fort Lauderdale is a
specific event or case where direct violence is exerted. The
fact that there are homeless individuals in the United States
attests to the degree of structural violence that is allowed to
exist in this society.
Finally, the belief that home ownership is a reward for
one's hard work, which implies that homelessness can only be
a punishment for lazy or bad people, is an element of cultural
violence. Such a belief justifies and excuses the structural
violence that exists in the society, if not the cases of direct
violence that necessarily result from it. Cultural violence is

HORIZONS'. Is violence a part of human nature?
Unfortunately, the answer is "yes." The 17th-century
English philosopher Thomas Hobbes wrote that human life
would be "nasty, brutish, and short" in a "state of nature" with
no legal or moral rules based on a "social contract" and no gov
ernment to enforce these rules. In other words, where human
nature is not constrained by social and civil conventions,

often a quasi-permanent social condition because it takes
several generations of evolution to transform the basic culture
of a nation.

HORIZONS'. How do academics and teachers

begin to address some of these issues?
Our job is to seek and hopefully find hidden truths

violent behavior constitutes the rule in human interactions,

and then pass these on to our students with a clear under

and nonviolent behavior is the exception.

standing that we will thereby give them the tools they need

This is not to say that things will, let alone should, always

to reduce the levels of cultural, structural, and eventu

remain so. In fact, nonviolence and yearning for peace are

ally direct violence in our societies. It is to uphold and

just as much a part of human nature. Friedrich Hegel and Karl

promote the fundamental principle of democratic equality,

8 HORIZONS

which implies the existence of
an informed citizenship that
remains able to impose various
limits, checks, and balances
on the power of government.
Most

important,

we

need to teach our children
that the universalist, antiimperialist values for which
the American revolutionaries
gave their lives are far supe
rior to the nationalist ideolo
gies promoted by corporatist interest groups seeking to
establish an American empire
through militaristic conquest.
The former should never he
sacrificed to the latter, and
the rightful role of America
and Americans is to contin
ue to work toward extending
to all human beings, with
out regard to citizenship or
religious beliefs, the full ben
efits of the self-evident truth
that all men and women are
created equal and equally
endowed with inalienable
rights that include the right
to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.
In order to accomplish this,
academics and teachers must
be willing and able to pay the
highest price for the privilege of
being educators. Like Socrates,
we must be ready to stand up
and challenge conventional
wisdom in order to uncover
hidden truths. •
GABRIELA J. VIGNOLO IS THE
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

Illustration by Yvette Navarro
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THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS
BY MARA L. KIFFIN

Building a career in the sport management industry is gaining
popularity not only among former athletes, but attorneys, business
entrepreneurs, and those who enjoy watching recreational sports.
In an effort to meet the demand for specialization and exper

HORIZONS: Why is South Florida an ideal setting for
this program?
South Florida is an excellent setting because of the numer
ous sport and recreation opportunities, including pro teams

tise within the industry, NSU's H. Wayne Huizenga School of

from the four major sports, community-based recreational

Business and Entrepreneurship has developed an undergraduate

programs, and a wide selection of college athletic depart

program in sport and recreation management, designed to prepare

ments. With these resources in close proximity, this setting

students for a wide range of entry-level management positions in

allows for in-depth academic study of such organizations and

the sport or recreation field.
Jeffrey J. Fountain, Ph.D., teaches sport and recreation

the environment they operate in, as well as potential sources
for internships and job placement for our graduates.

management, sport marketing, sport finance, and sport and
popular culture.

HORIZONS. Could you discuss, briefly, the climate
of the sport management industry? What do the
headlines about contract negotiations and other
controversial issues tell us about the importance of
sports in society?
At the higher levels of the sport industry, sport managers
must be able to handle the increased attention and scrutiny
of their decisions. The amount of media coverage of offthe-field issues has increased dramatically and has allowed
players, coaches, owners, and sport managers to use the media
to further their own agendas. The amount of media coverage
is one of the best examples that illustrates the importance
of sport in our society. College and professional sports have
shifted into big-time entertainment properties with winners
and losers, heroes and villains, and favorites and underdogs.
Just as in everyday life, sport has its controversial issues
including cheating, drug use, criminal acts, and gender and
racial discrimination to name a few, and sport managers must
be prepared to handle these issues while operating under the
media microscope.

HORIZONS. What makes this program different
from the typical undergraduate business manage
ment track?
While sport management is grounded in the same
business and management principles as a regular business
track, it focuses on the unique problems that face sport
managers. This requires study in a wide range of areas, includ
ing the social impact of sport, legal issues, public relations
management, facility-related topics, and sponsorship issues to
Jeffrey J. Fountain, Ph.D., and Peter S. Finley have been tapped to

name a few. This is accomplished by reviewing past experi

teach courses in sport and recreation management.

ences and examples of sport organizations, current practices,
and case studies that are sport-management specific.
Continued on page 34
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STARTING FRESH, GIVING BACK
BY GARIOT P. LOUIMA

Sometime before her 40th birthday Michelle Manley returned
to college after a two-decade hiatus. "It was difficult to go back to
school and start over again," she said recently. "But I'd decided it
was time to change my life."
At the time, Manley was working as a manager at a
bar on Miami Beach. She'd successfully reared two children
into adulthood and was a grandmother. But she was unhappy.
"I wasn't going anywhere," she said of her career prospects.
Fast-forward a few years, and Manley is general manager
for WNSU-Radio X, a position she secured while pursuing her
graduate degree. Her plan eventually is to go to law school. But
for the time being, Manley is playing an increasingly important
role at NSU. Controlling the campus airwaves and working
as a consummate volunteer, she is helping to build and sustain a
thriving campus life.
Manley received her bachelor's degree in legal studies from
the Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences. She's currently
pursuing her master of science degree in conflict analysis
and resolution at the Graduate School of Humanities and
Social Sciences.

Let's talk first about WNSU-Radio X.
Is this your first job in radio?

HORIZONS.

Before taking this job, I never thought I'd end up
working in radio. My only fear was I'd have to go on
air. Thankfully, that hasn't happened too many times.
Still, the challenge is huge. There is so much responsibil
ity that comes with running this radio station. We've got
to answer to our listeners, but we've also got to adhere to
FCC guidelines and must pay attention to the direction
we get from the university administration and the commu
nity in general. At any given time, we've got 16,000-20,000
listeners. For college radio, that's fabulous; but it's also a
tremendous responsibility.

HORIZONS'. If Radio X is such a heavy weight to carry,
why involve yourself with other campus activities?
When I decided to come back to school, I told myself
that I would get the full college experience. A few years ago,
I didn't fully appreciate the opportunity. Now, I'm like a
sponge. I'm taking in the full magnitude of this experience
and giving back to a community that's been very good to me.
School is my home, it's the place where I work, and until
I graduate, the NSU campus is pretty much my life.

Are you bothered at all by the age gap
between you and your classmates and dorm-mates?

HORIZONS.

The age difference doesn't bother me at all. It's actually
a bit of an asset in some ways. Because of my life experiences,
I can be a mentor and coach—and I can help my classmates
appreciate the importance of taking full advantage of the
opportunities they have as students at NSU. H
GARIOT P. LOUIMA IS THE MANAGING EDITOR OF HORIZONS MAGAZINE.
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Several NSU programs help international
students return to their professions.
BY LISA BOLIVAR

When Jorgelin Rodriguez looked at his life in Castro's
Cuba, he realized that, even though he was a successful den
tist, he would never be able to give his family the future he
desired for them.
That is when he decided to escape the communist coun
try and boarded a flight to Spain, a Russian visa firmly in his
grasp. Once in Spain, Rodriguez was granted political asylum,
a designation he was then able to enjoy from the United
States, where he quickly immigrated in late August 2001.
"I got married in 1993, and the only future I could give
my family wasn't the future I wanted for them," Rodriguez
said. "So, I escaped first."
Six months later, his wife and two daughters were able to
enter the country through Mexico. Even though fleeing Cuba
meant leaving behind his home, relatives, and his profession
as a dentist, Rodriguez was willing to make the sacrifice. Only
later did he learn he would not have to give up his profession
after all, thanks to an innovative dental program at Nova
Southeastern University that offers foreign-born dentists
help in gaining certification and the ability to return to
their professions.
"Even the most qualified dentist in the world isn't able to
start practicing in the United States right away without extra
preparation," Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez found a way to start a new life with his wife
and two daughters without abandoning years of professional
training. Many others, however, find that, in lieu of U.S. cre
dentials, they must forsake professions as attorneys, doctors,
and teachers and accept work as receptionists, retail clerks,
and teachers' aides in order to support their families.
The Rodriguez family was among the more than one
million immigrants who chose to settle in Florida in the last
decade. As the number of immigrants to the United States
continues to climb exponentially—57 percent nationwide,

according to the 2000 Census—colleges and universi
ties have come under increased pressure to serve this
swelling segment of the population.
The dental program Rodriguez enrolled in is
just one of several programs which help interna
tional professionals learn English, prepare for board
certifications, and return to their professions. NSU
also offers a bilingual program for Spanish-speaking
educators, dual-degree law programs with universities
in Spain and Italy, and programs in countries
throughout the world.
"President Ferrero is committed to making NSU
a global institution," said Anthony J. DeNapoli,
Ed.D., executive dean for external and international
affairs at NSU's Fischler School of Education and
Human Services. "The international students who are
on our campus help create a truly global community
of learners and promote a cross-cultural atmosphere
for both faculty members and fellow students."

A Growing Community
The 2000 Census points to a quickly expanding
Hispanic and Asian population within the United
States. From 1990 to 2000, the Hispanic popula
tion in the United States increased 57.9 percent,
while the total U.S. population increased only 13.2
percent. Many of those Hispanics live in Florida and
account for 16.8 percent of the total population.
South Florida is the only region in the country in
which foreign-born residents are the majority of the
population. While Hispanics remain the largest eth
nic group in the area and the fastest growing, federal
statistics show the Asian population has grown 48
percent in a decade.
Many who fall under this umbrella do not speak English
well. This keeps many highly qualified people from practic
ing their professions, said Hal Lippman, D.D.S., chairman of
admissions and director of student affairs at NSU's College of
Dental Medicine.
Individuals who enter programs for international
students are generally those who had been successful
professionals in their own countries and find there are many
obstacles to returning to their professions when they arrive
in the United States, said Alejandra Parra, coordinator
of international programs within NSU's Fischler School
of Education and Human Services. Programs like the
bilingual education track and the dental degree curriculum
help students overcome some of those obstacles and navigate
their way to certification.

Addressing the Need
Established eight years ago, the International Dental
Program offers international dentists a way to gain certifica
tion and the ability to practice their trade here. Each year,

approximately 10 students enter the program. Most already
have dental degrees from accredited dental schools in their
native countries, Lippman said. Those who graduate from
the program can practice anywhere in the United States
and Canada.
The program differs from others in the state in that it
grants a degree to those who complete it, as opposed to a
professional certificate, Lippman explained. "Ours is a doctor
of dental medicine degree that falls under the same agencies
as a graduating dentist from the four-year program," he said.
Many students entering the program are from South
America because Florida is "the gateway to America for
these countries," Lippman said. "But within the last three
years we have had a tremendous increase in participation
from the Asian and South Pacific countries—India and
China especially—and Vietnam. There's also been large
participation from the Baltic countries, such as Russia,
Poland, and Romania."
"The type of dentistry practiced here is the type of
dentistry I always dreamed of," said Rodriguez. "Even though
the dental and medical school in Cuba is a very good school,
the technology and the approaches and materials used in the
Continued on page 35
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V
How NSU Is Helping to Cultivate
South Florida's Art Scene
BY GARIOT P. LOUIMA AND MARINES ALVAREZ
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enturies after William Shakespeare's death, the
words he inked by hand with quill still resonate.
And who can deny the subtle brilliance of Pablo
Picasso, the vocal prowess of Aretha Franklin and
Barbra Streisand, the dramatic depth of Sir Anthony
Hopkins, or the weight of ancient King Solomon's
romantic tomes?
There is power in the arts. Beyond possessing the
uncanny ability to warm hearts and inspire thoughtful
discussion, the arts bind people together and connect
communities in ways national boundaries and treaties
never will.
The arts are inherently human and everpresent, emerging even in the bleakest of times. African
American slaves found perseverance in the stanzas of
spirituals and the beat of drums. Anne Frank poured
her heart into the pages of a diary that is now part
of the literary cannon of the Holocaust. After the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, a nation
sought to heal itself through song.
"Art is much less important than life," wrote
American abstractionist Robert Motherwell, "but what
a poor life without it."

Building Infrastructure for the Arts
Without a doubt, the arts are vitally important to
the success of South Florida. In Broward County, home
to Nova Southeastern University's main campus, more
than 4,200 arts-related businesses contribute $187 mil
lion to the local economy and employ 19,000 people.
"The arts contribute to economic development,
student achievement, community revitalization, tour
ism, and the quality of life," said Mary Becht, director
of the Broward County Cultural Division, an agency
which commands a $23-million budget. "Can you
Photo by Joe Bianco from a performance of
"Human Adventure." a student production

imagine a community without the arts? It would be a pretty
bleak place."
Two decades ago, Broward County was quite an
austere place to settle down, recalls Jody Horne-Leshinsky,
also of the county's cultural division. "When I first moved
here in 1979, the only choices you had to see a show was
to go to Miami or wait for something good to show up at
the Parker Playhouse, which was once or twice year,"
Horne-Leshinsky said.
Over time—with redevelopment and migration—things
have changed. The biggest indicator of growth, observers
say, was the recent arrival of the acclaimed "Tutankhamun
and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs" exhibit, which
was on display at the Museum of Art/Fort Lauderdale.
The South Florida Sun-Sentinel reported that securing
the exhibit was a "major coup" for the region and a
"demonstration that South Florida has come of age."
Much of the exhibit's success revolved around the
collaborations cultural organizations formed to bring it
here. Several corporations, public agencies, and nonprofit
institutions, including NSU, supported the Museum of
Art in the endeavor. These links form the basic infra
structure for cultural collaboration, which will remain
long after "Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the
Pharaohs" is gone.
This intersection of public agency, professional arts,
and art education is at the core of several key initiatives
launched at NSU in recent years. A central figure in
that movement is David Spangler, a playwright and
academician who joined the university specifically to found
its first graduate-level arts program.
"I want to build a cultural community," Spangler
said. "Thousands of artists are already living here, but
we have not yet institutionalized the arts. NSU is poised
to become a major resource in galvanizing a disparate com
munity of artists."
Spangler came to NSU after working profession
ally in theater, film, and television as a director, writer,
composer, and performer. He first brought his practical
experience to an academic setting by founding the notfor-profit Lovewell Institute for the Creative Arts, which
delivers nationally recognized educational programs for
adolescents and teenagers. The Interdisciplinary Arts
Program, which he founded at NSU's Fischler School of
Education and Human Services, is designed to encourage
"entrepreneurship in the arts," Spangler said.
The program offers a course of study for artists who
desire to become a vital part of our modern culture—who

wish to step out of the stereotypical role of "the strug
gling artist" into new roles of leadership, innovation,
and
entrepreneurism.
Students
are
provided
with the theory and practical experience neces
sary to pursue professional careers in all creative
areas of the arts, entertainment, and education fields.
"The program gives you a foundation and allows you
to explore different sides of yourself as both an artist and
a scholar," said recent graduate Melissa Axel.
Axel's introduction to the program was quite seren
dipitous. She had come to NSU's library one afternoon
three years ago because she was getting her picture taken
with her fellow Nova Singers, the community choir which
the university has supported for 30 years.

A patron views "Rock My Soul: The Black Legacy
of Rock and Roll," In the new Second Floor Gallery of the Alvin
Sherman Library. The exhibit was sponsored locally by Comcast Spotlight.

Despite a degree in business management from the
University of Florida and a professional diploma in
music—her true passion—from Boston's Berklee College
of Music, Axel recently had been laid-off from a small
record label. "I was getting unemployment checks and
trying to figure out what I was going to do with myself,"
she recalled. Going back to school was the last thing on
her mind.
By chance, while in the library that Saturday, Axel
spotted an indigo-colored brochure with the bold white
lettering stating "create something...in the arts." She
found the brochure's title intriguing. She only was familiar
with NSU's professional degree programs. As far as she
knew, the Nova Singers choir was one of the university's
only solid links to South Florida's community of artists.
Continued on page 34
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NSU Researchers Use Forensics to
Protect Endangered Sharks
BY LAURIE MOLINE

Black-market trade. Illegal hunting of protected
species. DNA tests that provide the only indisputable
evidence. It may all sound like a made-for-TV crime
story, but the drama is unfolding in real life, and NSU's
Guy Harvey Research Institute (GHRI) is playing a key
role in bringing the guilty to justice.
With the help of a genetic test developed and
performed by Mahmood Shivji, Ph.D., GHRI director,
and his team of graduate students, law enforcement
agents from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

(NOAA) are cracking down on

U.S. fishermen and seafood dealers who are illegally
fishing protected shark species for the lucrative trade
opportunities in East Asia.

16 HORIZONS

|| t
J—-J

gr

X

"NJISCOUERV: v mONSTER CORfil
\

-

x

i

"f

, Scientists with the National
Coral Reef Institute (NCRI| at
NSU's Oceanographic Center have
discovered a very large Broward
County star coral (Montastraea
faveolata) south of ttfe Port
Everglades Inlet off Dania Beach.
At over 6 feet in height and
approximately 12 feet in diam
eter, the specimen is one of the
largest, if not the largest, in
the area.
\
In * coordination with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, NSU scientists
took a core sample from the
skeleton of this coral. X-radiographs of the core reveal growth
banding, similar to the rings in tree
trunks. Analysis of growth bands
indicates the coral is well over
300 years old, making it the oldest
animal in southeast Florida.
NCRI intends to further ana
lyze this large coral skeleton
for valuable data on past history
of climate and environmental
change, said Richard E. Dodge,
NCRI executive director and
Oceanographic Center dean. The
recorded history of the environ
ment in South Florida is scant,
and NCRI scientists hope to use
this coral to reconstruct the miss
ing records. Preliminary work
suggests the major drainage of
the Everglades in Broward
from the 1940s to 1970s may
have caused depressed growth in
this coral.
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In a case published recently in the journal Conservation
Genetics, the victims are 21 great white sharks. In late 2003,
agents from NOAA confiscated approximately a ton of dried shark
fins intended for export to Asian markets from a large U.S. East
Coast seafood dealer. One of the confiscated packages was labeled
"porbeagle," a close cousin of the great white shark. Yet, a label
hidden inside read "bianco," the Spanish word for "white."
NOAA contacted Shivji, who has built a reputation as an
international expert in shark DNA testing. In 1998, Shivji and
student researchers at GHRI began developing the world's quick
est and most reliable DNA
forensic tests for sharks.
They now are able to
unequivocally identify 28
of the 40 shark species
believed to be the most
commonly traded in the
global shark fishery and fin
market.
At NOAA's request,
Shivji flew to New York
and took fingernail-sized
samples of the fins in ques
tion. He brought the sam
ples back to his laboratory
at NSU's Oceanographic
Center. There, he and
his graduate students per
formed the genetic tests
which proved the sam
ples identically matched
the great white's unique
genetic code.
Mahmood Shivji, Ph.D., and his graduate students
"All 21 suspect fins, developed the groundbreaking DNA test.
which were of various
sizes, yielded the unambiguous white shark diagnostic pair of DNA
amplicons—a type of DNA fingerprint confirming the origin of
the species," Shivji said. "We weren't so much surprised as we were
dismayed to find so many great white shark fins in the possession of
one dealer. It provided the first real evidence of the value of smaller
great white sharks in the fin trade."

THE I N T E R N A T I O N A L S H A R K FIN T R A D E
Although great whites and other sharks are often feared by
humans, the reality is that humans are a greater threat to sharks.
Experts estimate more than 50 million sharks are killed each year.
Much of this exploitation can be attributed to the international
demand for shark fins, a coveted food ingredient in some Asian
cultures because of its supposed health benefits and prestige.
Shark fin soup, one of the most expensive foods in the world,
can cost up to $150 a bowl in high-end Hong Kong restaurants.
Grade-A dried fins can yield fishermen $50 per pound and fetch
seafood dealers upward of $200 per pound in the open market.

In the mid-1980s, an insatiable global demand for shark fin soup and improve
ments in fishing technology led to the catching of sharks at an unprecedented rate.
Because the value of the fin was so much greater than the other shark parts, many
shark fins were harvested through the barbaric process of "finning"—catching the
shark, cutting off its fins, and discarding the body, leaving the shark to die a slow and
painful death.
The overfishing led to serious declines in global shark populations, putting some
species on the brink of extinction. Because they live long lives, are slow to mature,
and produce few young, sharks are exceptionally vulnerable to overfishing. It can take
decades to rebuild a decimated population.
"Sharks are essential to the marine ecosystem," said Jennifer Magnussen, a
GHRI graduate student working on the project while pursuing her doctoral degree
in marine biology. "As apex predators, their absence disrupts the food chain and
threatens the balance of the entire marine ecosystem."
To protect shark populations, the United States and other international
governments enacted legislation to ban or limit the catching and trading of certain
shark species! The regulations were based on educated guesses about the popula
tions most affected, since hardcore data was not available. The United States and
other countries also passed laws that prohibit finning, requiring fishermen with
harvested fins to have the corresponding carcasses on board their vessels. Although
the regulations were well-intentioned, there was a lack of reliable data to identify
which sharks were being landed, and it was difficult for marine patrols to enforce
the regulations.
"Identifying a species of shark when you're looking at piles of shark parts lying on
a vessel, dock, or in a warehouse is very, very difficult," said Paul Raymond, special
agent with NOAA Office of Law Enforcement. "We're dealing with approximately 40
species of shark, and it's nearly impossible to discern one species from the next
from visual inspection. And because we did not have any efficient
and accurate scientific tests, there were times when our cases
wouldn't stand up in court."
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That's where Shivji believed he could
help. He read an article about the difficul
ties fisheries managers were having with
shark species identification. "As a geneti
cist, I thought it would be feasible to use
DNA testing to tackle the problem,"
he said. He and his students collected
shark-part samples from fisheries manage
ment officials and began the work on the
assay that would form the basis of the test.
"It took several years to get the basic
assay," Shivji said. "It was pioneering work
because this assay can be used as the basis for any
animal DNA testing."
Then they identified short segments of DNA
that show up only in a specific species of shark, such
as a great white, dusky, or hammerhead shark. From
these segments, they created a set of speciesspecific synthetic DNA molecules, called
primers, that each bind to their corre
sponding DNA counterparts.

The illustrations appearing with this
story and on the cover are printed
with permission from Guy Harvey, Inc.
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Graduate student Jennifer Magnussen assisted Shivji in developing the forensic test.

Applying the same technology used in human-DNA fin
gerprinting, they process the genetic material obtained from
an unknown shark sample. After incubating the sample in a
soup of the species-specific primers, the researchers load the
material onto a gel sheet and separate the components. If the
mystery tissue came from one of the shark species identified
by a primer, a telltale band will emerge. A tissue sample can
be analyzed and identified within 24 hours.
"The test we developed is quick, accurate, and relatively
inexpensive," said Shivji. "We are able to identify multiple
species of sharks at once, and the tests have proven accurate
whether the samples were taken from live sharks, dried shark
parts, or even from powdered shark cartilage."
After Shivji published the results of his research,
Magnussen, who had joined the team in 2001, contacted
NOAA to let them know about the lab's DNA capabilities.
"It wasn't long before we were putting their technology to
work," said NOAA's Raymond.

P U T T I N G THE T E C H N O L O G V T O U I O R K
The great white shark is one of the most widely protected
sharks in the world. Capture and trade of great whites is pro
hibited in the United States, Australia, Namibia, Malta, and
South Africa.
The species gained further protection in 2004 when it
gained CITES Appendix II status. CITES (Convention
for the International Trade of Endangered Species) is an
20 HORIZONS

international agreement by participating countries designed
to ensure international trade does not compromise or harm
wild populations.
"The existence of this DNA test is one of the key reasons
that the great white shark received international protection
under CITES," said Ellen Pikitch, Ph.D., a collaborator in
the research and executive director of the University of
Miami's Pew Institute for Ocean Science, which provides
partial funding of Shivji's work.
During the CITES conference, evidence was presented
that documented the demand for great white jaws, teeth, and
large fins as trophies. A large set of great white jaws may sell
for tens of thousands of dollars. (The penalty for possessing or
selling prohibited shark species includes fines up to $100,000.)
Still, some countries argued against stepped-up protection for
the species on the basis that there was no evidence of smaller
white shark fins in trade.
"The discovery of so many fins in the hands of one dealer
indicates that there, in fact, may be a specialized market for
smaller white shark fins for use in food," Shivji said. "The fact
that this dealer was willing to risk the penalties associated
with this activity could be an indication of the value of these
fins in the open market."
The great white case is just one in more than a dozen
cases where Shivji's lab has assisted NOAA.
"I give Mahmood and his team every kudo,"said Raymond.
"They have helped our work tremendously. They have been

willing to be expert witnesses when we've needed them, and their test
results always stand up in court. We now have the tools to go after bigger
cases. Our goal is to get to the dealers who are creating the demand in
the U.S. market."
In addition to using the genetic test to crack down on fishermen
and dealers engaging in illegal activity, conservationists are hopeful
that the technology can be used to gain a better understanding of the
shark trade in general. Because of the secretive nature of the fin trade,
not much is known about the identities and market names of individual
shark species in international markets.
Researchers in Shivji's lab recently performed a detailed 18-month
analysis of the Hong Kong shark fin market, considered to be the world's
largest fin trade center. Magnussen, one of the key researchers on the
project, said the results of this study represent an important step in
understanding the composition and proportion of shark species in the
fin trade.
"We are now broadening the scope of our research and producing
good scientific evidence that will result in practical conservation tech
niques," Magnussen said.
In addition to numerous publications in high-profile scientific jour
nals, the work coming out of Shivji's lab has been reported in media
outlets across the world.
"The shark DNA project is only one of many projects that my stu
dents and I work on in our lab, but we're proud that our work is raising
the profile of NSU," said Shivji. Magnussen agrees, "The recognition is
helping put NSU on the map as a serious research institution."

*MHSC0UERV:
ROUNDSCALE
' SPEARFISH
Scientists with the

Guy Harvey

Research Institute (GHRI) at NSU's
Oceanographic Center have com
bined powerful genetic tophnologies
with fisheries data to demonstrate
that a new species of billfish, the
roundscale spearfish, occurs in U.S.
Atlantic waters.
This

previously

unrecognized

species closely resembles the white
marlin, the focus of many high-end,
recreational

fishing tournaments

and a species inadvertently caught
by commercial fisheries.
The status of the white marlin
has become a topic of controversy
because scientific data suggest that

FOSTERING S T U D E N T RESEARCH

its numbers may be declining to a

To support her ongoing work on the project, Magnussen received
the prestigious Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Award in 2002, one of
only four awarded in the United States. Last February, Marcy Henning,
another GHRI graduate student, won the Edward Whittaker Research
Poster Award for outstanding student presentation in forensic science at
the Second Annual Fort Lauderdale Forensic Sciences Symposium for
her work on the shark DNA project.
"Many of our grad students who have worked on this project
have been able to publish results of their work in well-recognized jour
nals in the fields of conservation biology and marine biotechnology,"
Shivji said. "It's very helpful as they move into other programs and onto
their careers."
But the greatest beneficiaries of the work being done at the GHRI will
be the populations of sharks that are now threatened by extinction. Over
the next two years, the lab will continue to develop the primers for the
remaining species believed to be most common in shark trade, Shivji said.
He has published his assay and techniques so labs across the world
which are equipped with even modest genetic technology can perform
their own shark DNA testing. He hopes that, in addition to helping
countries further develop and enforce their shark regulations, the exis
tence of the DNA test may be a deterrent to unscrupulous fishermen
and dealers.
"Hopefully, with good conservation measures backed by effective
enforcement, we will once again see shark populations return to healthy
levels," Shivji said. "In the life of a scientist, it's rare to see your work
have an impact so quickly. To work on a project like this with very
direct applications in conservation is tremendously gratifying."

point where continued over-fishing

LAURIE MOLINE IS A WRITER LIVING IN CANTON, OHIO.

* will not allow its populations to
recover. There have been sugges
tions to list the white marlin under
the U.S. Endangered Species Act,
providing protection to this spe
cies in American waters. However,
the economic importance of the
white marlin as a high-profile rec
reational species and the lack of
U.S. authority over fishing in inter
national waters have made these
suggestions controversial.
GHRI's

identification

of

the

roundscale spearfish now raises
further concerns that population
sizes of white marlin very well may
be smaller than previously thought
due to a case of mistaken identity.
This significant discovery will have
direct ramifications for conserva
tion and management planning for
the threatened white marlin.
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WEATHERING THE STORM
Personal stories of the 2005 hurricane season

The ride down to New Orleans was very

BY GARIOT P. LOUIMA

powerful to see firsthand. The hurricane
damage is sheer devastation. It looks as

T

if a giant beat the earth; mile after mile

he 2005 Atlantic hurricane season was the busiest on record.

were flattened or battered homes and

There were 27 named storms, and five hurricanes directly

fences, trees, and poles all blown down

impacted the United States.
Hurricane Katrina

was

the

costliest

or damaged. [The storm caused] billions

storm in recorded

of dollars of damage and extensive debris,

history, leaving $80 billion in damage and more than 1,300 lost

and cleanup [needs] to be done in the

lives. Wilma was the strongest of the year, while Katrina and Rita

New Orleans area. The area at which I am

were, respectively, the second and third strongest storms, according

is much better off. Utilities are working;
[we] only lost power for about an hour

to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

on Tuesday.

The storm season's lasting impact, however, will be the

"This is a heartwarming experience,

lessons we all learned about preparedness, the unpredictable

and the soldiers here are exceptional. They

character of nature, and the importance of interpersonal relation
ships and charity.

all deployed on 12 hours' notice, many

What follows are personal stories of the 2005

freshly home from Iraq and Afghanistan.

hurricane season as told, verbatim, by members of the NSU family.

Our citizen soldiers are real patriots."
— Captain August Murray, who is pursuing a
doctoral degree in computing technology
in education through the Graduate School
of Computer and Information Sciences,
wrote these words on September 14, 2005,
shortly after he was deployed to Terrebonne
Parish, Louisiana, with the New Hampshire
Army National Guard.

u

was welcomed home by not the tall,
seemingly endless pine trees; not the
white, sand-box-like beaches; not the
sparkling lights reflected on the surface of
the glass-like Gulf of Mexico; but rather
by jagged, broken sticks rising out of
the ground; by dirty, ashtray-like pockets
of sand along the sides of the road; and

by cluttered piles of twisted metal and
broken concrete jutting into the gulf. The
Mississippi I knew was gone.
"After my initial visit, I returned to the
coast in November, nearly three months
after Hurricane Katrina dealt the coast
her devastating blow. I spoke with many
Camille Bentley, D.O., led a group of NSU health care providers to Mississippi to assist with
patient care after Hurricane Katrina.
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people on my trip home; they each had
their own reasons for staying, despite

i!

Biloxi, Mississippi

the fact that they had lost everything. Many of these people
were living out of camping tents on the sites that were once
their homes, but they still had a sense of family, of pride, and
of community. To them, this was one of the trials and
tribulations that will only make them stronger and bring them
closer together."

a truckload of supplies for survivors of Hurricane Katrina. One

u I had the pleasure of residing in the state of Louisiana for
six years, and indeed my heart was saddened by the wrath
left behind as a result of the devastating hurricanes of 2005.
Before and after the storms touched ground, I found myself
frantically trying to reach my friends and colleagues who
reside in the southern region of the state. Many of them expe
rienced heartbreaking losses, but Louisianans are resilient;
the one thing that resounded was their faith and determina
tion to rebuild the state they love so dearly."

of the survivors was her father-in-law, whose house crumbled

— Alicia Jackson, J.D., criminal justice chair, Farquhar College of

— Misty Maaya is an English teacher at University School of I\ISU.
With her husband, Maaya traveled to Biloxi, Mississippi, with

underneath a 25-foot storm surge.

u Having been through Hurricane Andrew, I was not surprised
as to the extent of the damage by Hurricane Katrina, but was
saddened by the terrible state of communication, conditions,
and health care available to the people we visited. I have been
to Central America on many [NSU] medical missions and
found myself comparing the two. The conditions in Mississippi
were terrible. People should not have to suffer like that..."
— Camille Bentley, D.O., medical coordinator for the Area Health
Education Centers Program within the College of Osteopathic
Medicine, led a group of health care providers to Mississippi to
assist with patient care four weeks after Hurricane Katrina struck
the Gulf Coast.

Arts and Sciences

It bothered me to see adults who had to carry their few
possessions in a plastic bag, and I wished I could have
provided them with a suitcase to go with the counseling we
provided. The psychologist [Abraham] Maslow had it right in
emphasizing that at the base for all of us is having our need
for shelter and safety taken care of.
"My experience in helping many people affected by crises
is that recovery takes more energy than we ever imagine and
more time than we expect. We help children the most by
providing support for their parents and teachers first.
We must remember that, if there were to be a problem with
Continued on page 35
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BY LAURIE MOLINE

t's been 25 years since the first case of AIDS was reported in
Florida. Since then, the diagnosis of HIV and AIDS has torn
apart the lives of nearly 100,000 Floridians—men, women,
and children. The sunshine state ranks third in the nation in
the number of AIDS cases, and South Florida has one of the highest
rates of AIDS in the country among major metropolitan areas.
Nova Southeastern University is committed to assisting in
the fight against AIDS through research and service taking place
in colleges and schools throughout the university. This is the
story of three NSU faculty members engaged in important HIV/
AIDS work.

Reducing Risk in Hispanic Men
"I do this because I care deeply," said Maria Isabel Fernandez,
Ph.D., professor and director of NSU's Behavioral Health Promotion
Program, about her pioneering work in HIV/AIDS prevention for
Hispanic men. "As a Hispanic woman, I've seen many people die,
often needlessly, due to a disease that can be prevented."
The goal of Fernandez's research is to develop innovative,
comprehensive interventions to reduce HIV risk in Hispanic men
who have sex with men (HMSM) and who may be having sex with
women as well. The Hispanic population has emerged as one of the
fastest-growing segments of the population in the United States
and Florida over the past 20 years. In addition, the prevalence of
HMSM living with HIV/AIDS also has increased substantially.
According to the Florida Department of Health, from 1999 to 2004,
there was a 42-percent increase in the AIDS cases reported in this
population. In 2004, AIDS was the fourth leading cause of death in
the state for Hispanic males aged 25-44-
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"Intervention programs developed for white gay males
may not work for Hispanic men," said Fernandez. "It is criti
cal that we develop culturally appropriate interventions that
are delivered through methods that are most effective in
reaching our targeted population."
Her research, funded by several institutes of the National
Institutes of Health, has gathered quantitative and quali
tative data about the attitudes and behaviors of HMSM
regarding HIV testing, drug use, and sexual risk. Her findings
have shown that the use of club drugs and the risky sex that
frequently co-occurs may be contributing to the rise of HIV
infection among HMSM.
Understanding the complex issues behind these risky
behaviors, she says, is the key to effective interventions.
"There are no simple answers," she explained. "These men are
under tremendous cultural and societal pressures. Many are
dealing with issues of loneliness and discrimination and expe
rience psychological distress. Their behaviors are often rooted
in a quest to be accepted in a society that is not accepting."
Her research also has explored the use of the Internet
as a recruitment tool for study par
ticipants. "Using a very systematic
approach, we visited gay-oriented
Web sites and chatrooms in an
effort to recruit eligible Hispanic
men for our study," said Fernandez.
"We found that Internet recruiting
was more successful than face-toface community recruiting and that
we were accessing a different group
of men. The big 'take home' was
that the Internet can be a promis
ing venue for engaging HMSM for
research and intervention."
Fernandez is now analyzing the
data she has collected to build con
ceptual models that will be the basis
of culturally tailored interventions to assist Hispanic gay men
in reducing their HIV risk. She is encouraged by the reaction
she has received from the men who have participated in her
studies. "We've had many men thank us at the end of the
process," she said. "Having someone listening respectfully and
nonjudgmentally and seeking their input has meant a lot to
them. They appreciate the opportunity to be involved."

Protecting Against Vision Loss
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) is a common virus affecting
approximately 80 percent of adults in the United States.
Although the virus rarely makes healthy people sick, it
can have a devastating impact on people with AIDS. CMV
can attack a variety of locations in the body but most
commonly invades the eye, a condition known as CMV
retinitis. The disease starts with visual problems and can
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quickly progress to retinal detachment and blindness within
two to four months.
While antiviral medication therapy has greatly reduced
the rate of CMV retinitis, it continues to be a prevalent
sight-threatening disease in AIDS patients who don't have
access to, or don't respond to, antiviral therapy. According
to the World Health Organization, 10-20 percent of
HIV-infected patients worldwide are expected to lose vision
in one or both eyes as a result of CMV retinitis.
Richard Dix, Ph.D., professor and director of research
in NSU's College of Optometry, is a virologist and immunologist with an intense interest in developing improved
methods to manage and prevent CMV retinitis through a
better understanding of immune system function. Through
research funded by the National Eye Institute, Dix has made
significant inroads in understanding how the function and
pathways of white blood cells play a role in protection against
CMV retinitis and possibly other diseases.
Dix's initial research uncovered the potential therapeu
tic benefits of using cytokines, such as interleukin-2 (IL-2),
to manage CMV. Cytokines are
natural immune system-stimulating
proteins produced by the body's
T-cells (a type of white blood cell).
Interleukin-2 currently is used suc
cessfully in some cancer treatments.
"We found that systemic cytokine
immunotherapy with IL-2 provided
absolute protection against CMV
retinitis in mice with AIDS and
that it is a therapy worthy of addi
tional studies," said Dix. "We also
observed the significance of the per
forin pathway in protection against
the CMV virus."
White blood cells use one
of two pathways to kill virus or
tumor cells. Follow-up research conducted by Dix provided
the first evidence that the perforin pathway is the most
important pathway in providing resistance to experimental
CMV retinitis in mice.
"Our research indicates that loss of the perforin pathway
predisposes a patient to CMV," said Dix. "The goal now is
to develop a blood test that can be used as a predictor for
the virus by measuring perforin pathway function," said Dix.
"If we can identify patients who are at risk, we can get them
on to antivirals earlier to protect against the illness."

Providing Much-Needed Dental Care
Improving access to dental care to South Florida's HIV/AIDS
populations is the goal of Stephen Abel, D.D.S., M.S.D.,
assistant dean of extramural affairs in the College of Dental
Medicine. In September 2005, the Ryan White Community-

Stephen Abel, D.D.S., M.S.D., was awarded a grant from the Ryan White Community-Based Dental Partnership Program
to develop a comprehensive HIV primary care program.

Based Dental Partnership Program awarded Abel a grant in
the amount of $184,000 to build a dental clinic located at
Community Healthcare CenterOne, a comprehensive HIV
service delivery site in Fort Lauderdale.
"Oral health is a critical component of a comprehensive
HIV primary care program," said Abel. "This grant enables
us to build a three-chair, on-site dental clinic at CenterOne,
a location where HIV patients are already going to receive
medical care." The clinic is scheduled to open at the end of
May 2006.
The program will be directed by College of Dental
Medicine faculty members who will supervise rotations
of dental students and advanced education graduate
dentists, along with specialty residents. "The grant allows
us to provide much-needed care while providing training
opportunities in oral management of HIV for the next
generation of dentists," Abel said.
Nearly 90 percent of HIV patients present some oral
manifestation of the disease, according to Abel. The weak
ened immune system can lead to lesions, decay, dry mouth,
and other conditions that can cause pain, discomfort, and/or
embarrassment. Fortunately, with proper care, many of
these conditions can be treated. "It's a wonderful oppor
tunity for students to directly manage patients with HIV,
to get over any fears, to deliver effective treatment, and

to learn about HIV medications and their side effects,"
said Abel. "These students then will be able to go on in
their careers and provide quality care to the HIV population
based on their experience."
In addition to the on-site clinic, NSU provides dental
care for AIDS patients at the College of Dental Medicine
through Ryan White Title 1 funds. Broward County residents
who are HIV positive can schedule appointments for compre
hensive oral examinations through the DentCare program.
An oral surgery clinic also is offered at the Broward General
Medical Center in Fort Lauderdale.
Abel says the College of Dental Medicine is wellqualified to be a leader in developing services and programs
that will result in improved dental care for people with
HIV/AIDS. The school acts as a resource for local den
tists in the management of their HIV patients and offer
enhanced training in HIV issues for community dentists.
"We have a very strong Department of Oral Medicine,
featuring faculty members with years of experience in
HIV management and disease management," said Abel.
"In addition, our Department of Community Dentistry has
extensive experience in reaching out to the community.
If we don't serve these clients, they'll be hard-pressed to
find other professionals who will." B
LAURIE MOLINE IS A WRITER LIVING IN CANTON, OHIO.
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THE QUIET HERO:
BOB ANDERSON, ED.D., CLASS OF 2000
BY KIM STONE AND LISA BOLIVAR

W

hen Boh Anderson, Ed.D., class of 2000, arrived
in Somalia in 1992 and looked into the blank,
pain-filled eyes of that country's youth, a shiver
went up his spine.
"There was such suffering there, and we had so few
resources," Anderson recalled. "I remember looking into the
eyes of a teenager thinking, 'you should be going to basketball
practice...instead you are chewing on some bark that has you
spaced out for the afternoon.'"
The teenager was chewing Khat, a leaf containing
psychoactive amphetamines that produce a feeling of exalta
tion and suppress hunger.
It is exactly that kind of empathy which earned Anderson,
a retired lieutenant colonel in the United States Air Force,
the reputation of being the salve following terrorist acts and
other natural tragedies. It is also why the Fischler School of
Education and Human Services named Anderson its 2006
Distinguished Alumni at NSU's annual Celebration of
Excellence in January.
"I got that award from NSU and from my undergraduate
school at Indiana University in Pennsylvania," Anderson
glibly noted. "So I have been able to fool two institutions."
Anderson earned his bachelor's degree in sociology from
Indiana University of Pennsylvania in 1967. He continued
his education with a graduate degree in social service admin
istration from the University of Chicago, where he learned
what he needed to know as a behavioral scientist from his
mentor, Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross, M.D., author of the pio
neering book, On Death and Dying. Later, he studied at the
McCormick Theological Seminary; he often jokes he lacks
"the piety of being a Presbyterian minister."
What he lacks in piety he has overflowing in compas
sion. Anderson's resume speaks volumes about all he has done
to help people throughout the world in the face of turmoil.
He led the initial psychological crisis response team to
Ramstein Air Base in the aftermath of a 1988 air show
disaster. He also worked with personnel who identified
Marine bodies following an attack on a U.S. barracks in
Beirut, Lebanon. Further, he was involved in the primary
response team to the bombing of the Frankfurt International
Airport and the hijacking of a Hungarian airliner, he worked
with "psychological casualties" following the bombing of
the Frankfurt U.S. Army Post Exchange.
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When four heavily armed terrorists hijacked the Italian
cruise liner Achille Lauro off the coast of Egypt in October
1985, Anderson had a hand in bringing the hostages out of
the Mediterranean.
He spent most of his time with the widow of Leon
Klinghoffer, a wheelchair-bound American retiree who was
shot in the forehead and thrown overboard. After a few hours,
she asked if he were a mental health practitioner. His answer:
"Today you don't need a mental health officer. Today you
need a friend."
A year after earning his doctoral degree from NSU,
Anderson used that same approach in the aftermath of the

NOTEWORTHY NEWS
September 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. Former President
George H. W. Bush recognized him as a "quiet
hero" for his guidance, adding that Anderson
"put lives back together and warded off the chill
of fear."
Retirement has
him down.

done nothing to slow

Anderson taught his two sons to

always "follow your bliss." His bliss is teaching
family medicine; together with Jack Cox, M.D.,
Anderson established the Behavioral Medicine
and Bioethics Family Practice Residency Program
at Utah Valley Regional Medical Center in
Provo, Utah. There, he uses the skills he learned
in the Air Force to prepare his charges for the
stresses they will encounter as doctors.
"There were a number of lessons that
Bob helped us through; one of the big ones was
taking time for ourselves," Cox said. "Bob would
schedule time when we were seeing patients in
the clinic, and he'd take us in his office with
Christmas lights on the wall and make us sit in a
recliner and listen to a relaxation tape."
Cox said he first viewed these sessions with
some skepticism. "But, realistically, you can't
take care of other people if you can't take care of
yourself," he realized, "and that is an important
lesson I learned from him in life."
Anderson received the Air Force Social
Worker of the Year Award, six Air Force
Meritorious Medals, two Air Force Achievement
Medals, the National Defense Service Medal

1976

1983

Peter B. Wright (Ed.D.) authored
They Lived Their Love, which chron
icles his struggle with a hearing loss
from a TI\IT explosion in WWII and
his deep desire to become a teacher.

Betsy Dobrick (B.S.) was appointed
executive director of Temple Torah in
Boynton Beach, Florida.

1977
Robert Preziosi (D.P.A.) coauthored Adult Education in
Academia: Recruiting and Retaining
Extraordinary Facilitators of Learning
(eBook World) with Bahaudin Mujtaba
and edited The Pfeitfer 2005 Annual
on Human Resource Management
(Pfeiffer/John Wiley).
Steven Ames (Ed.D.) was inducted
into the Hall of Fame of the
Community College Journalism
Association.
1978
Raymond Garritano (D.P.A.) was
called to service in Lasallian higher
education at Lewis University.
Timothy White (D.P.A.) is teaching
business courses at the Alabama
extension of Florida Institute of
Technology, Columbia College, and
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.
William Eugene Jackson (Ed.D.) is
a professor of psychology at MiamiDade College.
1979
Julian Williams (Ed.D.) retired
from the Coffee County (GA) school
system more than 10 years ago and
has published 300+ articles on the
history of Old Jacksonville, Georgia,
and related topics.

also has presented major educational programs

The Honorable Eleanor Janice
Law (J.D.) was a featured author
at the annual Book Fair and Author
Night at the National Press Club in
Washington, D.C. Law is the author
of Sex Appealed: Was the U.S.
Supreme Court Fooled? (Eakin Press).

on terrorism and has served as a consultant to

1981

with Bronze Star, the Kuwait Liberation Medal,
and the Southwest Asia Service Medal with
two Bronze Stars, and was a 10-term president
of the Society of Air Force Social Workers. He

the Alabama Department of Health. IN
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Amanda L. Nye (J.D.) joined
Greenberg Traurig's Los Angeles
practice. Nye currently serves as sub
committee chair for the International
Trademark Association and handles
pro bono work for The Pink Project,
a breast cancer awareness
nonprofit organization.

1984
Valerie Shea (J.D.) was named
southeast regional director of DRI—
The Voice of the Defense Bar, the
national organization of defense trial
attorneys and corporate counsels.
Dale Netherton (M.B.A.) released
his second novella, A Quittance
(PublishAmerica).
1985
Curtis A. Smith (Ed.D.), president of
the NSU Chicago Alumni Chapter,
retired as associate dean of graduate
studies at Concordia University in
River Forest, Illinois, and authored,
"Rationale and Significance of
African Americans Pursuing a
Doctorate," which was published
in Voice of Reason.
Douglas Buck (D.P.A.) prepared the
article, "Free Agency: 21st Century
Employment for Professionals,"
which was approved for publication
in the Pfeitfer 2006 Annual: Human
Resource Management.
Herman M. Zeidman (M.S.) pub
lished Conquer Stress: Staying
Sane in an Insane World (Powerline
Small Press).
1986
Leslie Schreiber (J.D.) is
venturing into private practice in
Miami after 16 years of appellate
experience.
Theodore Booras (J.D.) is a candidate
for an open county court judge seat in
Palm Beach County, with the election
in September 2006.
1987
Donald Kirkendall (M.B.A.)
joined AffordableONE Insurance, an
independent insurance brokerage
serving Florida.
Michael P. West (Ed.D.) was
named executive director of the
Fort Worth Center of the University
of Texas at Arlington.
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1988

1994

Charlie Kaplan (J.D.) currently is
running for circuit court judge in
Broward County.

Herman Fishbein (Ed.D.) was
appointed the special needs project
manager for the Children's Services
Council of Broward County.

Nancy Dale (M.S.) published
Where the Swallowtail Kite Soars:
Legacies of Glades County, Florida
and the Vanishing Wilderness
(illniverse, Inc.).
Mauricio Bouroncle (M.B.A.) was
appointed director of sales for the
Caribbean and Latin American
region in Aperto Networks.
1990
John C. Bertrand, Jr., (M.S.) was
named enforcement coordinator in
region one (Lubbock, Texas) with
the Texas Department of Aging
and Disability Services.
1991
A. Margaret Hesford (J.D.) was cer
tified as a circuit and county court
mediator and qualified as
an arbitrator.
Kathryn Sullivan (M.S.) published
the young adult fantasy Talking to
Trees (Amber Quill Press) and a
children's book entitled Michael and
the Elf (FictionWise).
1992
David Weintraub (Ed.D.) con
ducted the workshop on "Effective
Assessment of Teaching and
Learning in the Arts Classroom"
at the New Jersey Association
of Supervisor and Curriculum
Development Conference in
Atlantic City, New Jersey.
Lee Zeidman (B.S.) recently
published a humorous novel
entitled Flow to Marry a Jewish
Doctor (Cork Hill Press).
Terri Cunliffe (M.S.), vice president
of health and wellness at Covenant
Retirement Communities, was rec
ognized with the Chairman's Award
by the Florida Association of
Homes for the Aging.
1993
Julia Barnes (Ed.D.) is president of
Forrest Junior College in Anderson,
South Carolina.
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John Kenneth Amato (Ed.D.) is the
international president-elect of Phi
Delta Kappa International, a profes
sional association in education.
Lisa Seropian (Psy.D.) opened
a new office in Charlotte, North
Carolina. She works with
children, couples, families,
and individual adults. Seropian
is a faculty member of Southern
Evangelical Seminary.
Stuart Diaz Galup (D B A ), an
associate professor at Florida
International University, developed
the patented Internet/lntranet-based
system "Integrated Guardianship
Information System" with colleagues
Ronald Dattero and Bryan Thabit.
1995
Dean P. Anderson (Ed.D.), director
of the Chandler High School Choir
Department in Phoenix, Arizona,
traveled to Changchun, China, where
he lectured at the Jilin College of
Arts, one of China's most highly
regarded arts schools.
Joanne Fine (J.D.) accepted a posi
tion as assistant U.S. attorney for
the southern district of Florida.
Nanette L. Avery (Ed.S.) was the
recipient of two literary grants,
which were presented at the 2005
Florida Literacy Conference.

Paul J. Christopher (Ed.D.) was
named Principal of the Year:
Rewarding Visionary Leadership
by the New Jersey Principals and
Supervisors Association.
Richard Stansfield (M.S.) pur
chased MicroPrice Technologies, a
14-year-old technology sales and
service company in Columbia,
South Carolina.
Ronald Bolender (Ed.D.) received
the Adult and Graduate Studies
Faculty Member of the Year Award
in May 2005. He currently works
with the Mount Vernon Nazarene
University in Mount Vernon, Ohio.
Tyrone Shanks (M.A.) recently
joined the World Financial Group.
1997
Angel Petti Rosenberg (J.D.)
formed the law firm Hall &
Rosenberg with W. Earl Hall,
assistant city attorney for the city
of Lauderhill.
1998
Jon Cosse (Ed.D.) retired as
assistant superintendent for pupil
services from the West WindsorPlainsboro Regional School District.
Charles Garramone (D O.) launched
a private practice of plastic surgery
in the Plantation, Davie, Weston,
Pembroke Pines, Coral Springs, and
greater Fort Lauderdale areas.

Robert H. Schram (D.P.A.) pub
lished Maximize Life by Living for
Peace, Harmony, and Joy (Xlibris).

Orlando Rivero (M.P.A.), an
administrator within Miami-Dade
Animal Services, was honored with
the 2004 National Association of
Counties Achievement Award for
implementing the first free spay and
neuter program in the nation.

1996

1999

Bahaudin Mujtaba (D B A.)
co-authored Adult Education in
Academia: Recruiting and Retaining
Extraordinary Facilitators of Learning
(eBook World) with Robert Preziosi.

Ricardo Ariza Pugliese (M.B.A.)
was promoted to director of prod
ucts at Americatel Company.

Brian Larson (Ed.D.) is the president
and CEO of Lakeland College
in Alberta, Canada.

Elias Dsouza (J.D.) opened a new
law office in Plantation, Florida, con
centrating on bankruptcy and bank
ruptcy-related litigation for debtors
and creditors.

Jason Gavril (B.S.) returned from
deployment in Afghanistan. He
works with Naval Special Warfare
helping to create the groundwork
for long-term meteorological and
oceanographic support.
Gary Ruskowski (M.B.A., M.S.)
was named senior vice president of
information technology and chief
information officer for the Kentucky
Lottery Corporation.
Benedict Tantillo (Ed.D.) was
named Superintendent of the
Year by the New Jersey School
Board Association.

2000
Robert Wuagneux (Ed.D.) has been
facilitating cognitive self-change
programs for the state of Vermont.
He also has released four major CD
music projects that have gained
critical and commercial acclaim.

2001
Frank Nasuti (Ph.D.) is the
chairman and founder of the
Institute for Internal Controls,
a professional certification and
research organization.
Greg A. Evans (M.I.B.A.) moved to
Guatemala in March 2004 to open
a language academy and distribute
books to schools.
Janette Monzon (B.S.) is an assis
tant personnel director for the
City of Hallandale Beach, Florida.
Judith Van Atta-Roenke (M PT.)
works as a physical therapist in
Honolulu along with her husband,
Merrill Roenke IV, a lieutenant com
mander in the U.S. Navy on the
submarine USS Honolulu.
Marc Kaprow (D.O.) was certified in
internal medicine by the American
Osteopathic Board of Internal
Medicine and practices in Pembroke
Pines, Florida.
Mukti Bhatia Kanji (D.O.) completed
her family medicine residency in
Chicago, during which time she
had her first child, Shaam.

Susannna Chyu (D.O.) is completing
her child and adolescent psychiatry
fellowship at Thomas Jefferson
University in Philadelphia. She was
awarded the prestigious American
Psychiatric Association/Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration Minority Fellowship
Award. Her husband, Matt Hesh
(D.O., 2001), is completing his
last year of radiology residency
at Temple University Hospital.

2002
Charles Amodeo (Ed.D.) is the
president of Lighthouse Education
Associates, Ltd.
Erica Kaufman-Freedman
(Psy.D.) joined Right Management
Consultants, a global career
management and organizational
consulting firm.
Felicia M. Brunson (Ed.S.) was
elected commissioner for the city
of West Park, Florida.
Jeremy Cohen (J.D.) formed the firm
Cohen & Owens, P.A., which practices
in the areas of real estate, probate,
estate planning, and civil litigation.
Marilyn Banks (Ed.D.) published
Conversation Skills: On the Job and
in the Community (IEP Resources/
Attainment). She is currently a tran
sition coordinator with Cobb County
public schools in Marietta, Georgia.
Marcilio Machado (D.B.A.) pub
lished Information Technology
and Competitiveness of Trading
Companies in Portuguese.
Maurice D. Smith (B.S.) is an out
reach counselor for the Volunteers
of America of Florida Homeless
Veterans Reintegration program.
William "Jack" Sidoran (Ed.D.) was
named lead facilitator of the home
land security workshop, "Leading
from the Front: Weapons of Mass
Destruction Awareness for the Law
Enforcement Executive," offered at
the Michigan State University School
of Criminal Justice.

2003
Edward De Valle II (M.B.A.) is the
president and CEO of Americas
Media Group.
Frank Galimidi (B.S.) is a
chemical dependency counselor
for Bridge Back to Life Center, Inc.,
a medically supervised, outpatient
chemical dependency clinic in
Brooklyn, New York.
George Ackerman (M.B.A., J.D.)
graduated from the MiamiDade Police Academy and is
currently pursuing a master's
degree in criminal justice at Boston
University and a Ph.D. in psychology
at Fielding University.
Jack Varela (M.B.A.) was
appointed promotions manager
for diversity initiatives for General
Motors' southeast region. He
received two Bulldog Reporter
Awards for Excellence in Media
Relations and Publicity.
Susan Berlinger-Schwartz
(SLP.D.) is the founder and direc
tor of the Boca Raton Speech
and Communications Center, Inc.
Berlinger-Schwartz is also the
founder of Speechcare Publishing.

John Schmidt (Ed.D.) is the senior
vice chancellor for student services
at Troy University in Alabama. His
applied dissertation yielded a $1million student services support grant
to improve first-year undergraduate
engagement at Troy University.

Sallie Penman (Ed.D.) was
elected secretary of the city of
South Holland, Illinois.

2006
Michael Blake (M.S.) was
elected the first black mayor
of Cocoa, Florida.

Nathaniel Roland (O.D.), through
his corporation, Beyond 20/20, Inc.,
acquired Winrock Vision, Inc., in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

IN MEMORIAM

2005

1978

Adam Palmese (Ed.S.) is a 2006
finalist for Orange County Public
Schools' Teacher of the Year. He
was Teacher of the Year for 2005
for Olympia High School.

Charlyne M. Dickerson (Ed.D.),
retired educator and author, passed
away on August 30, 2005. She
was survived by her sister, JoAnn
Fullen; son, Lary Moten; grandson,
Jinnu Moten; and great-grandson,
Jeremiah Morris.

Nicole Barnett (D.H.Sc.) joined
the faculty of the Dominican
University of California as an assis
tant professor of nursing.
Sabrina Friedman Smith (Ed.D.)
was appointed dean of health
sciences at Chaffey College
in California.

1997
Daniel McNally (M.S.), former
administrative assistant at Immanuel
Christian School, passed away on
June 4, 2005. He was survived by
his wife, Sheryl.

2004
Barry Street (M.S.) was recently
appointed director of athletics
for Montgomery College in
Rockville, Maryland.
Carrie Ham (D.B.A.) is the coor
dinator of business administration
programs at Forrest Junior College
in Anderson, South Carolina.
Colon Solange (B.S.) is founder
and director of the Palm Beach
Language Institute.
Emeline Clarke-Mincey (B.S.N.) is
a team manager with Vitas Hospice
Corporation and is pursuing her
master of science in nursing degree
at NSU.
Veronica Allende (M.S.) was
selected to participate in the Japan
Fulbright Memorial Fund 2005
Teacher Program.

Ana Cruz, D.B.A., class of 2003, was named 2005 Florida Professor of
the Year by The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
and the Council for Advancement and Support of Education. Cruz
teaches at Miami-Dade College. She is pictured with Eduardo Padron,
Miami-Dade College president.
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f-ROM START-Uf TO
ENTERING ITS THIRD YEAR, NSU'S WOMEN'S ROWING TEAM HAS EMERGED AS A NATIONAL FORCE.
BY BOB PRIOR

T

wo years after she joined NSU's new women's rowing
team, Victoria Corbyons marvels at how far she and
her teammates have come. At the start, the obstacles
that faced them were significant, Corbyons recalls. Most
of the women were strangers to one another, and while
some had played other sports, only one had ever picked up
an oar before.
Since its start, however, the team has established itself as
one of the top Division II rowing programs in the nation.
The team is the only crew to ever qualify for the NCAA
National Championships in each of its first two seasons of
competition. Now in its third season, the team is ranked
third among women's rowing teams nationwide. John Gartin,
head coach, predicts a third consecutive National Rowing
Championship appearance.
"I think part of our success came from not knowing
much about the sport," Carbyons said. "We were all novices
in every sense of the word. This gave us the drive to want to
succeed, to prove that we could learn to row, do it well, and
set precedence for a successful rowing program at NSU for
years to come."
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Last spring, the Sharks varsity-8 crew captured second
place, while the varsity-4 crew finished fourth, at the 2005
NCAA Women's Rowing National Championships held
at the CSUS Aquatic Center on Lake Natoma in Rancho
Cordova, California. The team's third-place overall standing
in the final NCAA Division II poll was the highest ranking
ever achieved by a Sunshine State Conference crew.
The Sharks have produced two First-Team AilAmericans. The College Rowing Coaches Association
selected Jennifer Rembe (in 2004) and Katrina Bonilla (in
2005) for their standout performances on the national stage.
"We've done well because the foundation that was set
for us in that first year was based on athletic dedication to
the sport and each other. The need for a successful
college experience and the ability to rely on each other like
a family has held strong," said Cheyenne Poskey, noted thirdyear NSU women's rowing coxswain and the only person
with previous rowing experience among members of the
inaugural crew.
But success for the Sharks comes out of the water as
well. Last year, Jennifer Moos and Taylor Liput were cho-

sen as Academic All-Americans. And, since the launch of

As successful and intelligent as these women are now, I can

the program, the NSU women's rowing team has main

only imagine what they are going to accomplish when they

tained a collective cumulative grade point average of 3.2 on

graduate from NSU."

a 4.0 scale.
"We stress the importance of balance between ath

That leadership is already evident as the team roster
includes three members of the Leadership Round Table,

letics, academics, and community involvement at Nova

three officers of Omicron Delta Kappa, two members of

Southeastern University," said Michael Mominey, director

student

government, officers

of

the

Student

Athlete

of athletics. "Our women's rowing team certainly emulates

Advisory Committee, a producer at WNSU, president of the

this philosophy and has set the standard in just their third

Surf Club, and the president of Phi Sigma Sigma.

year of competition. We are proud of all 13 of our athletic

"The support from our administration certainly has

programs; our students consistently achieve an overall 3.0

been a major factor in our early success in the NCAA,"

grade point average."

Mominey said. "Their support, combined with the hard

The commitment level from the women's rowers is

work of our coaches, staff members, and student-athletes, has

extremely demanding. Practice begins at 5:15 a.m. each

really allowed us to gain national recognition as an athletic

day on the Intracoastal Waterway at Hollywood's Holland

program. The women's rowing program has helped pioneer

Park. Immediately after practice sessions, the student-

this effort."

athletes return to NSU's main campus in time to start their
8:00 a.m. classes.
"It is a real joy to work with such self-motivated women,"
Gartin said. "These students not only take a full course load,
but they add to that a very tough physical training load.

In a gesture to show appreciation for the tremendous
support received from NSU's administration, the Sharks have
named their new eight-person rowing shell after Ray Ferrero,
Jr., J.D., NSU president.
BOB PRIOR IS THE ASSISTANT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR FOR SPORTS
INFORMATION AND MEDIA RELATIONS.
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THOU ART
Continued from page 15
Flipping through the brochure, Axel soon learned
that NSU, through its Fischler School of Education and

of Rock and Roll," a traveling exhibit of the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame.

Human Services, had launched a new master's degree
program that would allow her to continue to write music,
learn about art's role in education, and inspire her to
produce and manage a stage production.

"Thou Art"
The phrase "thou art" simply means "to be." Art is part of
who we are, and at NSU, it is fast becoming infused in all we do.

"The arts educate us, inspire us, and empower us to reach

Perhaps educational expert Elliot W. Eisner said it best:

out to others, sharing what we've discovered and questioning

"Imagination is no mere ornament, nor is art. Together they

what we' thought we knew," she said.

can liberate us from our indurated habits. They might help us
restore decent purpose to our efforts and help us create the kind

Cultivating a Region's Artistic Palette

of schools our children deserve and our culture needs." •

The launch of the Interdisciplinary Arts Program was one
in a series of steps the university has taken in recent years to

GARIOT P. LOUIMA IS THE MANAGING EDITOR OF HORIZONS MAGAZINE.

cultivate Broward County's art scene.

MARINES ALVAREZ, AN NSU STUDENT, IS THE ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

In December 2003, the Rose and Alfred Miniaci

EDITOR FOR THE CURRENT. THE UNIVERSITY'S STUDENT NEWSPAPER.

Performing Arts Center celebrated its grand opening on
NSU's main campus. Owned by NSU and managed by the
Broward Center for the Performing Arts, the Miniaci has
hosted the off-Broadway play Menopause, the Musical; perfor
mances of the Ars Flores Symphony Orchestra; and student
productions, such as Axel's master's project, "The Human
Adventure: Resurrecting the Memory of Love," presented with
classmates Cassie Allen Barrett and Yvette Navarro.

THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS
Continued from page 10

HORIZONS: Does this program tap into heightened demand for
sport management education?
While sport management programs have increased from
only a few in the 1980s to more than 200 in the United

NSU's Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences launched

States today, it's still a growing academic field, and the big

a theatre program in the fall of 2005. Soon after, the college

gest advantage this program has over most other programs in

announced plans to begin offering a master's degree cur

the country is its location in a business school. The number

riculum in writing, which would give students the option of

of sport management programs housed in business schools is

completing a creative thesis.

estimated to be only 25 percent overall.

"I watched one of NSU's shows, andI foresee great things
in the future," said NSU student Marcia Garcia. "It's a young
department showing a lot of promise."

HORIZONS'. Who is the ideal student?
The ideal student for the major would be a student who

The promise of this young program drew Viviana Benitez

has the desire to learn about the business side of sport and rec

to NSU. "The department is new and is establishing itself,

reation from all the different levels and is willing to work long

which meansI am getting to be part of the birth of a program

and hard to prove himself or herself once he or she enters the

with great potential," said Benitez, who is pursuing a major in

industry. However, we also offer a minor that would benefit a

psychology and theatre.

wide range of people who may be involved in sport in some

Benitez participated in the theatre program's first produc

fashion throughout their lives. This could include coaching at

tion, Burial at Thebes. "In a way, I use the arts as a form of

any level, running a club team, or being a volunteer adminis

expression, or a 'let out.' Arts have always been prominent in

trator of a local adult or youth league.

my life and have captured my interests."
Those interests, she said, are well fed in South Florida,
where cultural diversity often means artistic diversity. "The
great thing about the arts is that it can cater to many different
people and their different interests," she said.

HORIZONS'. The Huizenga School's namesake, H. Wayne
Huizenga, is the owner of the Miami Dolphins, which has
its training facility on NSU's main campus. Will there be
opportunities for professional internships?

Beyond the performing and creative arts, the university

The program does offer an optional internship component

also has been host to a slew of prominent public intellectu

for those students wishing to get practical experience. So far,

als—such as Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel and The New York

we have had students working with several different profes

Times bestselling author Edwin Black—further adding to

sional teams in the area, including the Dolphins and Marlins,

South Florida's cultural fabric.

as well as the Baltimore Orioles, whose spring training facility

The university brought other important collections to
South Florida, including "Rock My Soul: The Black Legacy
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is in Fort Lauderdale. •
MARA L. KIFFIN IS THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

VERBATIM
Continued from page 23

the oxygen levels on an airplane, the
mask goes over the mouth of the
adult first."

help students on the Gulf Coast
stay on track in achieving their educa
tional goals."

— Scott Poland, Ed.D., the administrator of
school psychology programs at NSU's

— Don Rosenblum. Ph.D., dean of the
Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences,
commented on NSU's participation in

Center for Psychological Studies, worked
in the Astrodome following Hurricane

the Sloan Semester, a special nation
wide online learning program for college

Katrina, advised school administrators
in Texas, and volunteered at shelters in
Broward County.

U it blew off my house. It had power. It
blew a house. Mommy shut the door.
The wind went on the window. It broke
my roof. It knocked my trees out. It
knocked my trees down. It fell off the
tree. It banged my fence. It blew the
fences down."
— Preschool students at the Mailman Segal
Institute for Early Childhood Studies in
the Jim & Jan Moran Family Center
Village commented on Hurricane Wilma.
The comments were collected by teach
ers who integrated discussion of the
storm into daily learning activities.
33F5

u We have had our own share of
disruptions due to hurricanes this
year, so we understand the impor
tance of getting back into an academic
routine. Our goal in the college was to

students displaced by Hurricane Katrina.
3SS

u The impact of Wilma on South Florida
overall was not as severe as the impact
of Katrina on southern Mississippi
and Louisiana. However, Wilma left
numerous people homeless and
traumatized. We provided mental
health support and counseling ser
vices to the Red Cross shelters and
to the DCF [Department of Children
and Families] relief sites over a threeweek period in the aftermath of the
storm. The needs were great, and the
response was heartwarming.
"I realized that those who have been
traumatized by a disaster often cannot
articulate accurately or in a timely fash
ion what they need and want, nor can
they be expected to be successful at
organizing relief efforts themselves. As
a result, preparation and organization
prior to disastrous events is critical.

"CPS is collaborating with the Broward
Chapter of the American Red Cross to
offer training in disaster response to
all CPS faculty members and students
to enhance preparation for, and effec
tiveness in, responding to future
disasters."
— Ralph E. "Gene" Cash, Ph.D., NCSP,
director of the School Psychology
Assessment and Consultation Center
in the Center for Psychological Studies,
organized 15 faculty members and
30 students to voluntarily provide
mental health counseling following
Hurricane Wilma.

3S5
L i think a lot of people, including myself,
weren't prepared for that much dam
age from such a 'small' hurricane.
The length of time without power
and the destruction surprised most
of us, but we're lucky it wasn't as bad
as Katrina.
"I learned not to underestimate the
power of Mother Nature and not to
take the small comforts that electric
ity gives us for granted. You've got
to be prepared for this sort of thing
if you live here, and for the most part,
I wasn't."
— Alisha VanHoose, editor-in-chief of the
student newspaper, The Current. •

A NEW BEGINNING
Continued from page 13

states are the top of the line worldwide. I am really grateful
that this university gave me this opportunity."
Rodriguez plans to graduate this year and then apply for

The Fischler School's bilingual teacher education
program prepares students for state certification while simul
taneously offering English instruction.

citizenship. "If tomorrow the system changes in Cuba, we'll

"The aim of the two-year program is mainly to use all the

never go back," he said, adding that his two children already

experience and the degrees that many Spanish speakers have

have adjusted to American culture. "It's been a blessing to

brought from their countries, and for one reason or another,

be here because now I see them speaking English, speaking

have not been able to use," Parra said.

so perfect 1 say to myself, 'My God, they feel like they are
Americans here.'"
Rodriguez said he never thought of changing professions
once he learned about NSU's program.

This program is a win-win situation for participants and
the school system, Parra explained. Graduates of the pro
gram help to address a critical need in the United States for
qualified math and science teachers. They earn the master of

"As soon as I came here, I found dentistry has a great

science in education degree with specializations either in

future in the states; it's a professionI love. I don't see myself

math, science, or Spanish-language education, Parra said. B

doing anything else but dentistry."

LISA BOLIVAR IS A WRITER IN TAMARAC, FLORIDA.
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They're fast They're fierce. They're forward-moving.
And now they're the university's new mascot

Be SHARKS!

BY BARBRA A. GONZALEZ

School spirit is intangible, but its presence can be

engagement. "It's not every day that we see Dr. Hanbury

felt immediately. It draws you in and makes you want to be

[NSU's executive vice president and chief operating officer]

a part of that undercurrent of pride and passion for your

doing the twist with a big furry shark!"

alma mater.

The new mascot is engendering interest from the entire

After a yearlong contest to decide on a new mascot, the

university community, but nowhere is that as evident as

School Pride/School Spirit Task Force made a splash when it

within the Department of Athletics, where fans are becoming

announced the winner of the contest—the Sharks. The

real "Fin-atics."

new moniker was voted as the overwhelming favorite

"We are preparing to celebrate the Athletic Department's

over the Stingrays by more than 4,000 students, faculty

25th anniversary, so this change is coming at a perfect

and staff members, and alumni. The Sharks replace the

time," said Mike Mominey, NSU's athletic direc

Nova Knights, a relic from the 1980s, which never fully

tor. "Our teams are feeling this

resonated with much of the student body.

groundswell of spirit and

"It was thrilling to see people on campus,

are being fueled by it."

and even at remote locations, plunge into

In

this process," said Brad Williams, dean of

a

matter

of

months, the university will

student affairs and chair

complete major

man of the School Pride/

construction on

School

what

Force.

Spirit
"People

Task
were

will

be

Broward County's

surfacing from every

second largest in

corner of the univer

door sports arena,

sity to lobby for their

the University Center.

favorites, and hav

Referred to by some as

ing a lot of fun

the "Shark Tank," this

with it."
The

facility will house a statetask

of-the-art

force presented
a resolution to
the board of trustees, which voted to officially

fitness

center,

serve as the new student union,
and be home to NSU's sports teams.
"We want to provide students with the complete

adopt the Sharks as the university's new mascot. In the days

college experience—both academically and socially," said

following the approval of the board, students and faculty and

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., NSU president. "On the academic side,

staff members attended their first Shark Rally.

we have cutting-edge programs, we're conducting exciting

"It was fantastic to see dozens of students piling out

research, and we're providing excellent opportunities for

of shuttle buses and professors and staff members stroll

students to gain professional experience. But we really needed

ing up from their offices—all gathering on the front lawn

a focal point for athletics and for school spirit. This is it.

of the library to be a part of this historic event for the

Go Sharks!" •

NSU community," said Katie Blanco, director of student

BARBRA A. GONZALEZ IS THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS.
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Education
That Works
in the Real World

DISCOVER NSU'S SCHOOLS,
COLLEGES, AND CENTERS
• Center for Psychological Studies

There's a reason that Nova Southeastern University has grown into the seventh largest independent, nonprofit university in the United States. Our schools
offer curricula that consistently help our graduates win first jobs, move forward
in their current professions, or launch new careers. Our distinguished academic
programs feature hands-on learning experiences, direct access to notable faculty mem
bers, small classes, and the latest technologies.

• Criminal Justice Institute
• Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences
• Fischler School of Education
and Human Services
• Graduate School of Computer
and Information Sciences
• Graduate School of Humanities
and Social Sciences

Our graduates are a conspicuous part of life in South Florida. NSU grads are
doctors, dentists, pharmacists, and nurses. They excel as teachers, school princi
pals, family therapists, and psychologists. They join large businesses or become
entrepreneurs. Some enter corporate law,
while others open private practices. You'll
find NSU alumni working as information

• H. Wayne Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship
• Health Professions Division
• College of Osteopathic Medicine
• College of Pharmacy
• College of Optometry
• College of Allied Health and Nursing
• College of Medical Sciences
• College of Dental Medicine

systems engineers, marine biologists, and

• Mailman Segal Institute for
Early Childhood Studies

oceanographers—and in dozens of other

• Oceanographic Center

career fields, as well.

• Shepard Broad Law Center
• University School
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Nova Southeastern University admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. • Nova Southeastern University is accred
ited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 300334097, Telephone number: 404-679-4501) to award associate's, bachelor's, master's, educational specialist, and doctoral degrees.

Are you ready to engage in
an education that takes you
beyond the classroom?
Nova Southeastern University
866-817-4060 • www.nova.edu
Main campus in
Fort Lauderdale-Davie, Florida

A contemporary space with state-of-the-art sports, convocation, concert,
fitness, and performing arts venues. Updates at www.nova.edu/ucenter.

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
3301 College Avenue
Fort Lauderdale-Davie, Florida 33314-7796
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